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CITY OF MARSHFIELD ZONING CODE OPEN HOUSE 

 

OVERVIEW  

OF THE DRAFT 

CITY OF MARSHFIELD ZONING CODE  
 

1. New Set of Zoning Districts Implements Community Goals & Objectives 
The City of Marshfield Comprehensive Plan recommends that this code and associated zoning map be 
updated.  The existing Zoning Code is outdated and no longer reflects community desires or 
market realities. The new Code creates several new zoning districts to encourage modern 
neighborhood, office park, industrial park, and low-key neighborhood business development.  
These types of modern zoning districts are not provided in the current Code. 

 
2. An Expanded List of Land Use Categories 

The proposed Zoning Code regulates development using new land use categories such as 
“Indoor Sales and Service” rather than attempting to list all possible individual land uses such 
“toy store”, “beauty parlor”, and “rock and gem shop”.  Such a list is impossible to keep up-to-
date, and can result in the need to make controversial zoning interpretations about the “most 
similar listed use.” 
 
In the proposed Code, each land use category is based on land uses with similar physical 
configuration requirements, employment and client characteristics, operating hours, traffic 
patterns, and potential impacts on nearby properties.  Typical example land uses are given for 
each land use category.  Most importantly, site design and related development requirements are 
listed for each land use category.  This approach ensures that the developer, City Staff, Plan 
Commissioners, City Council members, neighboring property owners, and the general public are 
all made aware of key site design and operational requirements at the very beginning of the 
development process.  
 

3. An Expanded List of Conditional Uses 
Conditional uses and land uses that are not permitted as a matter of right within a zoning district, 
but instead require public notice and review at a public hearing, and explicit approval of the Plan 
Commission and City Council. Through public comment and Plan Commission input, the City 
Council may approve, deny, or approve with additional conditions, any proposed conditional 
use. Conditional uses are recognized as land uses that may not be appropriate at all locations 
within the zoning district. Therefore, more land uses are regulated as conditional uses, such as 
outdoor eating and drinking areas, large institutional uses, and large apartment complexes.    

 
4. Distinguish 1-Family, In-Family Suite, & 2-Family Dwellings 

The City desires to allow for a range of housing options to accommodate today’s changing 
demographics including aging parents and boomerang children, but also wants to be sure that 
these arrangements do not evolve into Two-Family dwellings.  The current Zoning Code 
struggles with the “fine lines” between these living arrangements. 
 
The proposed Code provides clear definitions for these three living arrangements.  In-family 
suites are permitted by right in all single family districts.   
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5. Standards for Energy Production Land Uses  
The draft Zoning Code includes regulations for energy production land uses such as wind and 
solar energy systems. While these types of uses currently don’t exist in Marshfield, the City feels 
it is important to be proactive in developing clear standards and districts where they will be 
allowed, to facilitate their construction and also protect surrounding property owners and the 
public.  

 

6. Downtown Character Standards 
The downtown area gives Marshfield its unique identity.  However, the current Zoning Code 
does not specifically require “downtown” character buildings – a minimum of 2 stories and a 
placement of the building adjacent to the front sidewalk. 
 

7. Strategic Treatment of Non-Conforming Uses, Sub-Standard Lots, Non-
Conforming Structures and Non-Conforming Development 
Adopting new zoning regulations can create non-conforming land uses, structures, and lots.  
Adopting new lot size requirements can create sub-standard lots. Adopting new setback 
requirements can create non-conforming structures. Adopting new requirements for pavement 
setbacks from lot lines, lighting and landscaping can create non-conforming developments. 
 
The proposed Code includes provisions that make Sub-standard lots, Non-conforming 
Structures, and Non-Conforming Developments created by the new Code fully legal, as opposed 
to merely qualifying these under a “grandfathered” legal non-conforming status.  
 

8. More Complete Landscaping Requirements 
The current Zoning Code requires landscaping within or adjacent to parking lots.  Landscaping 
improves the appearance of development, provides cooling to the building and site, improves 
infiltration and raises property values. 
 
The proposed Code requires landscaping in portions of any multi-family, institutional, office, 
commercial or industrial development: along all public street frontages; within or adjacent to all 
paved areas; and landscaped bufferyards along most zoning district boundaries – to be provided 
by the more intensive land use. 

 

9. More Complete Performance Standards for Safety and Nuisances 
The current Zoning Code addresses basic site design well – such as parking and fencing 
requirements. The proposed Code addresses a much wider range of site design and nuisance 
issues. Of special note are “Dark Skies” lighting requirements, enforceable noise standards, and 
parking requirements that do not require the improvement of all required spaces, if actual 
parking demand does not use all required spaces.  Excessive parking space development will 
only be allowed through the conditional use process and likely only after the need for such 
additional parking spaces is clearly demonstrated.  
 

10. More Detailed Procedural Descriptions 
The current Zoning Code is relatively short, but does not provide a detailed description of the 
steps needed for each of the procedures governed by the Code.  These include: Zoning Text 
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Amendments, Zoning Map Amendments, Conditional Use Permits, Temporary Use Permits, 
Site Plan Review, Variances, Interpretations, Appeals, and Planned Development Review. The 
proposed Code provides a complete description of both submittal and procedural requirements.  


